THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

were of the same stock as the Nagas or Asuras of
the north.

The only question remaining is that of speech.

The language of the southern Dravidians differs
from that of the people of northern India. It
should be remembered,, however, by those who
may object on linguistic grounds to the common
origin of the Nagas and the Dravidians, that the
Asuras being apparently of Turanian origin, their
language would be a Turanian tongue.

Sir W. Jones long ago found a " Tartarian or
Chaldee element " in the colloquial dialects of
northern India. Later authorities, too, have
considered these dialects to have Scythian affini-
ties. Dr. Caldwell, however, goes further, and
says: " Seeing that the northern vernaculars
possess, with the, words of the Sanscrit, a gram-
matical structure, which in the main appears to
be Scythian, it seems more correct to represent
those languages as having a Scythian basis with
a large and almost overwhelming Sanscrit addi-
tion, than as having a Sanscrit basis with a
small admixture of a Scythian element." 1

There can be little doubt, from what we have
already seen, that from the language of the Asuras_,
mainly, came the corrupting influences by which
were formed the various Prakrits. And it was
probably the linguistic changes, occurring during
1 Gram. Drav. Lang. Intro., 58.
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